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Letter from the Executive Director

Dear Faithful Friends of Mary’s Home,
Last night, as I sat on the swing in our backyard listening to the exuberant chorus of
birds and the gentle breeze flowing through our backyard, I was struck by how full of
inconsistency the world feels right now. As the new Executive Director in my first 120
days, I could never have dreamed that I would be navigating our home through a
global pandemic. I am grateful to our new Board President, Ademil Castrillo, and our
Board for their prayers and support. The prayers, good wishes and the amount of
anonymous Amazon packages and toilet paper that have arrived each day is very
overwhelming to all of us here. God has shown us we are not forgotten. We feel His
love and your love. Thank you, we are grateful.
Here in Martin County our lives have completely changed. We are all in a strange
process of forming new daily rhythms that do not include offices, schools, restaurants
or any social gatherings. However, it has been amazing to watch the moms and
Resident Advisors complying with the stay-at-home order and see their relationships
growing and strengthening in the midst of this pandemic. I am happy to report there is
peace in the home and although these are trying times, everyone is doing
well. Currently, we have 5 mothers and 4 babies residing with us. Three moms and 5
children are in our Women in Transition program.
Most of our Mary’s Home staff began working remotely a month ago, with the
exception of the Resident Advisor on shift and myself. They are all ensuring that we
are still operating a clean, well-maintained, fully stocked, safe and loving home for
our moms and their babies. We are all missing our sweet volunteers! We have been
reaching out to as many as we can each week to say hello, and they have been calling
us as well. We cannot wait for everyone to return.
With communication technology, we are creating a new normal with Zoom meetings
and programs, Telehealth appointments and all computer-based schooling for our
ladies. During this period of isolation, the loss of interconnectedness has never been
more palpable. Our leadership team is meeting often and reviewing all needs, and we
are exploring different ways to support our moms and their babies. Under the

circumstances, there is one very important way you can help our mission. Your
prayers are needed more than ever, especially for our newest member to
the home. Our newest baby girl, Dream, arrived on April 19, 2020 at 11:02
p.m., weighing 6 lbs., 11 ozs., and measuring 21 inches long. Momma and baby are
doing great! We are all enjoying seeing Dream grow daily.
There have been new additions to our staff, and we welcome Alean Timm and Ellie
Kolar. With their skills and experience, we are strengthening our program and
ensuring its vitality. (You will learn more about them in this newsletter.)
Our social media outreach includes the creation of several new accounts. You can
follow us on Instagram - @maryshometc; Facebook - Mary’s Home. Choose our
mission while shopping on Amazon, which gives a portion of your purchase to us or
check out our wish list on Amazon Smile.
In addition, if you’d like help signing up for any of those accounts or know someone
who would like to be added to our email list, please contact, Ellie Kolar
at ellie@maryshome.org, or call (772) 223-5000.
For now, please stay safe and know we are grateful for each of you and for
your continued support. May God richly bless you and those you love.
Grace and Peace,

Donna

Donna Gardner
P.S. Please consider a donation of any size to Mary’s Home to help keep secure the
lives of our moms and babies during this unprecedented time. Thank you.
All donations can be mailed to:
Mary’s Home
1033 SE 14th Street
Stuart, FL 34996
or
click the DONATE button

2020 Fashion Show and Luncheon
We held our annual sold-out, spectacular and emotionally-charged Fashion Show and
Luncheon on Tuesday, January 21st at Willoughby Golf Club in Stuart.
Attendees shopped and sipped at the pre-luncheon silent auction and vendor boutiques and
then sat down to a gourmet repast prepared by Willoughby’s acclaimed chefs. Models from a

dozen different Stuart and Harbour Bay Plaza shops wended their way through the dining
room, sporting sensational outfits and chatting with luncheon guests.The effervescent and
much-loved Kelley Dunn, news anchor at WPTV News Channel 5, once again served as
emcee, with her warmth and sincerity shining through.
Heartfelt presentations by several people, including current residents, highlighted just how
meaningful the work performed at Mary’s Home is and how the motto of
“Saving Lives … Two at a Time” is more than just words strung together.
Everyone cheered the 10th Anniversary of Mary’s Home and wished it 100 more! Our
special thanks to Joan Miaritis and Alean Timm, Luncheon Co-Chairs, and the Committee,
Kimberly Blazie, Lisa Bonura, Denise Freihofer, Cheryl Lott Lampard, Kathy O'Neil,
Justine Savage and Gina Thompson.
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10th Anniversary Gala

The 2020 Mary’s Home Gala celebrated its 10th year of operation at Piper's Landing Yacht
and Country Club in Palm City on Saturday, February 29th. Over 130 guests joined us in the
celebration of our 10th year. The key speaker at the event was the very first resident at
Mary’s Home, Keyley Meyer, 10 years ago. Keyley spoke very highly of the new life that
God provided for her as a result of her time spent during and after her pregnancy at Mary’s
Home. We provided parenting skills, health and nutrition classes, life skill classes, job
readiness information, counseling and more. Keyley entered as a pregnant, homeless woman
and left as a self-sufficient contributing member of society with her child. She overwhelmed
the audience with tears of joy and applause.
The guests thoroughly enjoyed Piper's Landing as well as the delicious food, great
entertainment and exceptional décor. The live auction was fun and very spirited. Attendees
were very generous in assisting Mary’s Home in its next decade of success to bring women
and their babies into the mainstream.
Our heartfelt thanks to all the attendees and donors and special thanks to all our sponsors!
We also would like to express deep appreciation to our Premiere Event Sponsors, Frank and
Ashley Flora. Our thanks also to Florence Oreiro, Gala Chair, and the Committee namely,
Christine Storino, Lori Keating, John Glynn, Madeleine Greenwood, Gina Thompson and
Donna Gardner.
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Car Donation Program
Thank you to Dr. Natalia Smith for
donating her 2010 Buick Enclave to
Jillian and Remi. Our car
donation program is off to a great start
this year!

Special thank you to Christina Delong
and Matt Gaudet, owner of Ground FX
Environmental Services in Jupiter, for
donating their Buick Enclave to Misty.

House News
Women in Transition Updates:
Jessica is staying on track with her budget and enjoying a lot of quality time with her 3 boys.
Continued prayers are needed for baby Laiken, as his immune system is still weak and he has
illnesses frequently.
Reva is holding down 2 jobs and doing well. Baby Messiah is rolling over and starting to
scoot. It will not be long until he is crawling. We love hearing stories about the ways
Messiah and his big sister are bonding.
Ashley is excited to share that she is giving her apartment a face lift with new decorations
and wall hangings. Hendrix is doing very well and smiling with a few extra teeth these days.
Her daughter has enjoyed being able to stay with mom, now that she has her own place.
In-house Residents:
Our 2019 Senior needed a little extra time at Mary’s Home due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
This led to missing work and, unfortunately, being temporarily laid off.
Jillian found a new job recently. We have been connected with a property manager who is
willing to work with her on rent that will be within her budget. Looks like we will have a
graduate in the near future. Baby girl is trying new foods and will be 7 months old.
New resident Kendolyn moved into Mary’s Home in December 2019, and baby boy is due
in May. Joy is focused on completing her GED before the baby comes.
Amanda became a resident at Mary’s Home in January. She was hired on the spot during
her first job interview. Amanda plans to go to school for cosmetology. She welcomed baby
Dream into the world on April 19, 2020! She weighed 6 lbs., 11 ozs., and measured 21
inches long.
Misty has been with us since November and Wyatt is now three months old. She is looking
forward to going back to work and has her second interview at Cleveland Clinic this month.
Misty received a car this weekend. She is in school to become a Phlebotomist and an EKG
technician. She will be resuming her classes shortly.
Mercy has been a resident since October, and we celebrated her baby boy coming into this
world right before Christmas! She started her job last month but due to this virus, has had to
step away.
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All of our
gratitude to John
Glynn (pictured
left) for his 3
years of service
as our Board
President. He has
provided so much
leadership and
guidance to the shelter and has helped
transform Mary's Home into what it is
today. Thank you for all you do John!

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
We are thrilled to
report that the
renovations are at
the final stages of
completion. This
new space will be
utilized by residents,
staff and visitors. We
are blessed to have had the help from our
donors, local sub-contractors, Habitat for
Humanity and volunteers. This has taken a
team effort and we are so appreciative to

all those that made the renovations
possible. Look for our next newsletter for
before and after photos!

Ademil Castrillo with Donna Gardner

Please help us welcome Ademil Castrillo
as our newly appointed Board President!

The girls are already utilizing our almost complete
program room!

Ademil has a heart and passion for people.
He has been involved as a board member
or volunteer with many nonprofit
organizations on the Treasure Coast. Some
of the agencies he has taken part in are the
Martin County Red Cross (board member
and volunteer coordinator), United Way of
Martin County (board member, Advocacy
Chair and Campaign Chair in 2010/2011
and 2018/2019, Martin and St. Lucie
counties Habitat for Humanity (volunteer),
Treasure Coast Food Bank (volunteer),
House of Hope (volunteer), Relay for Life
(volunteer) and March of Dimes
(volunteer).
He also participates at church in many
ministries (children, marriage, ushers,
greeters) and assists in coordinating church
events and services as well as serving as
an assistant pastor. Ademil has been
employed at Wells Fargo Bank for the last
22 years in many leadership positions and
currently works for the Commercial Bank
as Senior Relationship Manager for Martin
and St. Lucie counties.
Ademil’s involvement at Mary’s Home
comes from a desire and conviction to save
unborn babies from abortion. He has four
children, two boys ages 35 and 25 from his
first marriage, and two girls ages 17 and
15 with his wife Danielle of 19 years. They
reside in Port St. Lucie.

Please consider adding Mary's Home as
your chosen charity for Amazon Smile!
For every purchase you make, we get a
small portion. We also have created an
Amazon list with all our current needs for
the home. Thank you in advance for your
continued generosity!
Amazon List

Team Updates
We want to thank Madeleine Greenwood and April Young for their years of service to
Mary's Home. They have truly changed lives and we can't wait to see what comes next for
them on their journeys.

Please welcome Alean Timm our new, Volunteer Program & Event Coordinator, and Ellie
Kolar our new Director of Marketing.
Alean earned her Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration at Sacred Heart University. Prior to joining
Mary’s Home, she had a long and successful career in Human
Resources with various organizations. Alean then moved from
HR to the position of Senior Vice President, Division Director
of North America Auction Operations at Sotheby's auction
house. After leaving the corporate world, she consulted for a
NYC-based contemporary jewelry designer.
While living in Connecticut, Alean was a Co-Chair of Stamford
Hospital’s Patient and Family Advisory Council and a volunteer with the hospital’s NODA
(No One Dies Alone) Program. After moving to Stuart in 2016, she became a member of
Tykes and Teens Festival of Trees and Lights event committee and in 2018 a committee
member for Mary’s Shelter Annual Luncheon and Fashion and Co-Chair of the luncheon in
2019. Until recently she was a volunteer in the heart center at Cleveland Clinic.
Alean is passionate about Mary’s Home’s mission. At this year’s 10th Anniversary Annual
Gala, the shelter’s first resident came back to tell her story. During her speech, she spoke
about the volunteer coordinator and how she made a difference in her life. Once Alean heard
her tell her story, she knew she wanted to be part of Mary’s Home.

Ellie graduated with her Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration from Keiser University and previously worked
in social media management and marketing for salons in South
Florida. However, Ellie ultimately felt called to a career in nonprofit. She has always been passionate about supporting other
women and she feels very connected to the Mary’s Home
mission. Ellie is an active member in the Catholic Church and
lives in Palm Beach Gardens with her husband and two dogs.
Make sure you are following along on our social media to see
what we are up to!

All donations can be mailed to:
Mary’s Home
1033 SE 14th Street
Stuart, FL 34996
or
click the DONATE button
Visit our website







