
Dear Friends,

It is that time of year when we gather with our families and friends and give thanks for our 
blessings. As I look back over the last year, I would like 
to take this opportunity to reflect on some of the things 
we are grateful for at Mary’s Home.

At present, we have four residents and one baby girl 
living in the house. We have three mothers at the home 
who are all working and going to school. They are 
anxiously awaiting the birth of their babies - one is due at 
the end of November, one at the end of December and 
one in mid-January.  And they are all baby girls - Think 
Pink!

We are very proud of all the women and how hard 
they have worked to secure employment and further 
their education. You can read more of their stories in the 
“Resident News” section of the newsletter.

Our annual luncheon was a success this year. We want 
to thank all of our donors for their generous support. The 
funds raised at this event are vital to our success in 
carrying out our mission. Please mark your calendars for 
our 2023 Annual Fashion Show and Luncheon which will 
be held on Monday, March 6, 2023 at Willoughby Golf Club. Get your tickets early! The 2022 
luncheon sold out quickly, and we had a waiting list.

We know that there are many worthy charitable organizations in Martin County, and we are 
very thankful that our donors choose to support Mary’s Home. You are helping to make a 
difference in the lives of our mothers and their babies. 

They say “it takes a village”. I would also like to thank our Martin County agencies and 
partners for their ongoing support of our women. These agencies provide programs that 
help our mothers with baby basics programs, 
parenting skills and pre-natal care, to name  
just a few.

I am hopeful and excited about the future of 
Mary’s Home. We have a dedicated Board of 
Directors and staff, and with their help 
and God’s blessings, I am confident that we  
will continue to serve women  
in need for many decades  
to come.

Alean Timm
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We would like to thank Respect Life Ministry 
Catholic Charities Palm Beach 
for inviting us to present at their monthly Luncheons for 
Life. Their mission is to service people in need and create 
hope through all stages of life. Nneka’s testimony was very 
heartfelt as she shared her story  
at the luncheon. 

RESiDEnt nEWS  
Nneka has worked diligently to reach her goals and complete Mary’s 
Home’s program requirements.  Nneka has shown to be an exceptional 
mother to Nuveya, who is now almost nine months old.  Nneka has also 
qualified for Mary’s Home Women-In-Transition Program.  She has identified 
housing in Port St Lucie and is waiting on availability.   Nneka has proven 
that she has become a self-sustaining, independent woman who will 
reach her ultimate goal of becoming a nurse. Take a bow, Nneka!

Casey came to Mary’s Home with the hope of improving her life.  With the 
help of Career Connect Martin, she found a full-time job and is studying 
to obtain her high school diploma.  Casey gave birth to beautiful Jayciee 
in February and is a very caring mom.  Casey transitioned out of Mary’s 
Home to her own apartment at the beginning November. She is settling in 
and very happy to have a place she can call her own. Way to go, Casey!    

Vanisha came to Mary’s Home and was immediately focused on 
continuing her education.  She researched her options and enrolled in 
Fortis’ Medical Assistant Program.  She also works part time and is doing 
very well. She recently applied for a job working remotely and was hired 
on the spot.   She will start her new job soon after she gives birth. We have 
no doubt that she will be successful in reaching her goals.  She is preparing 
to welcome her baby mid to late November. Good Job, Vanisha!

Kaitlyn came to Mary’s Home in October. This is her first baby, and she 
is due in January.  She a senior in high school and attends Florida Virtual 
School. Because of her hard work, she is ahead in her classes and plans 
to graduate early.  She would ultimately like to become a nurse, and is 
taking the steps to get a job in the medical field to build her experience.   
She recently started as an Assistant Day Care Teacher at Reed Day Care. 
Kaitlyn is eager to reach all of her goals and be the best mom she can be. 
Bravo, Kaitlyn!

Susan came to Mary’s Home in August and her baby girl is due in 
December.  She is working part-time and enrolled in IRSC’s 12 credit 
Entrepreneurship Certificate program. She hopes to one day open her 
own business.  Susan’s perseverance and strong character will surely be an 
effective tool to help her to achieve her goals. Awesome job, Susan!

SPOTLIGHT 
 Jim O’HArA

Jim O’Hara has been involved with 
Mary’s Home since we opened our 
doors in 2010. Over the years, Jim has 
donated many items for our residents 
and babies. Jim also picks up donated 
items from Mary’s Home to share with 
families in need.  

Jim said that he believes volunteering 
is a calling, and he loves staying busy 
and helping in any way he can. Jim 
has been blessed with a wonderful 
wife Carol, two daughters Kim & Beth, 
and two grandchildren John & Megan, 
a great career, and a mediocre 
golf game. “I hope to continue my 
volunteer work for many years to 
come”.

Not only does Jim help Mary’s Home, 
but he volunteers at St. Joseph Church 
Carpenters’ Kitchen, The 4Cs, Treasure 
Coast Foster Closet, St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Hope 
Rural School, 
House of Hope, St. 
Vincent DePaul 
at St. Christopher 
Church, and 
Holy Redeemer 
Church. 

Jim is a true 
servant of God, 
and we are 
blessed to have 
his support.

CaLLInG aLL VOLunTeeRS  
Make a dIffeRenCe In THe LIVeS 
Of OuR MOMS & THeIR BaBIeS 

Great News! We are pleased to 
welcome back our volunteer program. 
If you are interested in lending your skills 

and sharing your love with our moms 
and babies, please go to our website 
www.maryshome.org and click on the 

volunteer page and complete the 
online application. There are many 

ways you can help either at the home 
or during one of our events.



On August 26th, Mary’s Home suffered a terrible loss.  Our Board Member, George Maclean, passed away.  
George served on Mary’s Home’s Board of Directors since 2014 and as the Secretary since 2022.  
George was a valuable and respected Board Member and will be sorely missed.

George was a two-term President of the Board at Willoughby Golf Club. He also served on the Board of 
Directors of the YMCA of the Treasure Coast and the Stuart Corinthian Yacht Club. Active in St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church for many years, he served as a lector and member of the Economic Advisory Council.

George joined The Guardians of Martin County serving as their Secretary and Treasurer. He was passionate 
about educating the public about Martin County’s beauty while maintaining the small town feel and quality  
of life that make Stuart, Florida so special.

GOinG tHE ExtRA MilE
After ten years of serving us well, we had to say goodbye to our storage shed.   
Since our storage space inside the home is limited, we relied on the shed to house  
the overflow of donations as well as household items for our women when they move 
out on their own. As you can see from the picture, our shed was in pretty bad shape 
and had extensive termite damage. We made a plea for help on our Facebook  
page and Seth from go.build.love was quick to respond and offer his help. 

He was able to gather a group of men together (most of them go.build.love board 
members) and a few of our volunteers to help remove the old shed.  

We were blessed to be able to purchase a new shed with the help of 
go.build.love and they have been working on weekends to install the shed. 
The work is hard and the days were hot, but Seth and his team were always 
here with smiles on their faces.  They do the work for the Lord and believe 
in giving back to the community.  We are blessed to have this wonderful 
partnership with go.build.love and cannot thank them enough for their 
support of Mary’s Home.

To find out more about go.build.love, visit their website at www.gobuildlove.org.

Go team!
And the work begins!

Seth & his son 
Addyson

in MEMORiAM - GEORGE MAClEAn

Board of Directors’ Retreat
The Board of Mary’s Home has been energized by its new members; Indira Borgella (Advertising & Marketing Professional), Mike Pembroke 
(Treasurer and Financial Controls) and Patrick Whitfield (Organization and Operations Professional).  Each new board member brings with 
them their own individual time, treasures and talents.  What all our board members have in common is a strong conviction to Mary’s Home’s 
Mission and to serving those who come to us for support to the best of our abilities.  

We all came together in September 2022, for a full-day board retreat.  Our goal was to get to know one another better so that we can 
build a great leadership team and to identify the challenges and opportunities facing Mary’s Home.  This meeting was the springboard to 
developing a three-year strategic plan which would address these challenges and opportunities and help to support our Executive Director, 
Alean Timm and her team of dedicated staff members.   

I am truly excited about the future of Mary’s Home.  As you can see from the success stories in this newsletter, God has blessed Mary’s 
Home in so many ways.  On behalf of the board of Mary’s Home, I would like to say Thank You for that support, without which we could not 
improve the lives of those God directs to our front door.   Gina Thompson

dId yOu knOW ?  
The lack of affordable housing makes it nearly impossible for our women to find safe and economical housing in Martin County. The current average rent for a one 
bedroom in the area is $1,800, and the average pay rate for our graduates is $14 per hour or $2,427 gross per month. 

After rent, this will leave a resident with approximately $627 per month for other expenses. As inflation continues to drive up prices for other necessities such as food, 
gasoline, household and baby items, our graduates will face difficult choices about where to cut back on their spending.

The lack of affordable housing and rising prices overall, in turn, affects the length of time a woman needs to stay at Mary’s Home. Historically, this timeframe has been one 
year, however, we may see that number increase as housing continues to be difficult for them to find.

In 2018, we established our Women-In-Transition (WIT) program.  The program provides graduates with financial assistance to help with their monthly living expenses when 
they leave Mary’s Home. We believe that by providing our graduates with additional financial resources for a period of time after they leave, we can increase their success 
rate in sustaining their independence in society.

If you would like to learn more about the WIT program, please contact Alean Timm at Mary’s Home. 
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SAVE THE DATES!

ElEvEnth AnnuAl FAshion show & lunchEon - 2022
Thank you to all of our sponsors, donors, vendors, 

volunteers and, last but not least, the staff at Willoughby 
Golf Club for making our Annual Fashion Show  

& Luncheon a huge success. 

to our voluntEErs, community orgAnizAtions  
And locAl businEssEs 

Thank you to everyone who has supported us throughout 
the year! You have helped to make a difference in the 

lives of our mothers and babies. We could not do what we 
do without our community support!

Thursday, January 12th 
SIp & SHOp 

Harbor Bay plaza

Monday, March 6th 
12THANNUAl FASHION  
SHOW & lUNCHEON 

Willoughby Golf Club 

•  United Way of Martin County
•  The Willits Foundation
•  Raskob Foundation for   
 Catholic Activities
•  Publix Super Markets   
 Charities
•  Roy A. Hunt Foundation

•  William & Helen Thomas  
 Charitable Trust
•  JC Foundation
•  Bernard A. Egan Foundation
•  JAS Family Foundation
•  Rommel Wilson  
 Memorial Fund

•  Frank and Ashley Flora
•  Richard A. Zappala  Foundation
•  Albert M. Covelli Foundation
•  Allstate 
•  George & Maja Adolfson   
 Memorial Fund
•  Jerry Hill

 vEry spEciAl thAnk you to…

please Join us!


